CITY OF ST. CHARLES ECOPARK

Fish of the Big Muddy

Missouri River fish are specially adapted to different
parts of the river. Channel and flathead catfish feed at the
bottom. Sturgeon are usually found in faster water. Many
kinds of fish-gar, sunfishes, suckers, catfishes, goldeye-
use wetlands in the river floodplain for spawning.

In the 1980s accidentally released silver and bighead
carp—known as Asian carp—began invading the Missouri

Fish diversity in the Missouri River isn’
what it used to be. Once the river
wide, braided series of channels w
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provided homes and food so

ST. CHARLES PARKS & RECREATION

and Mississippi rivers. Now these two species are
probably the most abundant in the river. Bighead carp
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